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fected by coculture with scrapie-infected counterparts. SMB cells were killed by fixation in aldehydes, followed
In this model, intercellular prion transmission appears by washing, and were found to retain significant activity to be dependent on direct cell-cell contact. at conversion of target cells.
Results

Conclusions: Cell-mediated infection of target cells in
The properties of the various cell lines used in this study are summarized in Table 1 . Scrapie mouse brain (SMB) 
The scrapie-infected SMB cell and its cured derivative, the PS cell, were as described 3 and 4) , but not ther evidence that all SMB cells are killed after G418 treatment.
from control PS cells (lanes 5 and 6). We conclude from Figures 6ii and 6iv) 
served for fixed cells was about 10%-25% of the level for live cells. No detectable conversion was observed target cells to the local death of SMB, no detectable after 1 day of coculture, and no conversion was obconversion was observed, arguing against this possserved in parallel experiments with fixed, washed PS ibility (
